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Dear ACC MacDonald  
 
Police Scotland’s interim vulnerable persons database 
 
Thank you for your letter of 5 December 2018, in which you provide details of the 
work that Police Scotland is undertaking to ensure that its interim vulnerable persons 
database (iVPD) is compliant with data protection requirements. 
 
I note that Police Scotland has developed a weeding and retention policy and that 
you anticipated that the weeding upgrade would go live on 4 February 2019.  
 
Refererence is made to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
requirements and the rights of individuals to be informed that their personal data is 
being held and to withdraw their consent to their data being shared.  
 
In the letter it is confirmed that individuals have the right to be informed about the 
collection and use of their personal data. Also that they should be informed that their 
information can be shared with local 3rd sector support and advocacy services, with 
their consent and that from 25 May 2018, individuals have the right to withdraw their 
consent, at any time, in relation to 3rd sector support and advocacy services. 
 
The Committee would appreciate an update on the actions that Police Scotland has 
taken to ensure that the iVPD is compliant with data protection and GDPR 
requirements. 
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More specifically, the Committee seeks the public information that Police Scotland 
has provided to make people aware of the database and the consideration that has 
been given to providing information in a suitable way to people who may be 
vulnerable. This might include the provision of basic information about the database 
and the rights of individuals whose details may be held on it on Police Scotland’s 
website, including contact details, to enable people to ask questions about the 
database and their rights under GDPR regulations.  
 
In addition to this the Committee also seeks the details of the work that Police 
Scotland has undertaken to contact people to make them aware that their details are 
being held on the database, inform them how long their data will be held, to make 
people aware that their details have been passed to 3rd sector agencies, and to 
inform them of their right to withdraw their consent.  
 
Finally you refer to Police Scotland’s draft data protection assessment, which you 
indicate is being considered by the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The 
Committee understands that the ICO requested further information and would be 
providing Police Scotland with more detailed advice. Given this the Committee further 
seeks an update on the status of Police Scotland’s draft data protection assessment. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 

 
 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


